Austin Community College
Rio Grande Historic Campus Adaptive Re-use

Certifications Achieved
LEED CI Platinum &
AEGB 4-Star Rating

Austin, Texas
The south side of the building was excavated down to level 0 to provide enhanced handicap
accessibility and create a substantial courtyard with terraced seating for programmed events or
simply to allow a place for students to gather outside. New aluminum-clad wood windows were
installed to match the original historic windows, which had outlived their efficiency long ago.

Raised ceilings resulting from the implementation of a chilled beam system design, showcase
the original arched windows once hidden and allow more natural light to penetrate the learning
environments. Classroom furniture is designed for active learning styles with mobile tables
and chairs that can be arranged as needed for group-focused, interactive learning or traditional
lecture classroom configurations.
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There were two existing courtyards that were deteriorating due to heat absorption, overgrown
foliage and flooding damage. These courtyards were transformed into multi-purpose space
for students, equipped with AV/technology and moveable furniture for more flexibility, further
supporting and enhancing ACC’s academic program.

Solar studies were performed for the courtyards to help understand and improve energy efficiency, comfort, and glare, helping
determine the best material for the roof.

100%

Irrigation Water Savings: 66,000 gal/yr

83%

Building Water Savings: 192,000 gal/year
*Significant Outdoor & Indoor water savings through
the COA Reclaimed Water System.
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Once an underutilized auditorium, the new Army Futures Command Center now occupies
this space, stretching out across the second and third floors in the core of the Main Building.
Originally hidden behind a layer of plaster, the ornate and historic arched windows are
uncovered, allowing light from the enclosed courtyard to flood this space.

A Ethylene Tetrafluoroethylene (ETFE) polymer, a lightweight inflatable roof system encloses the courtyards without the need for
major structures, implements diffused sunlight, acoustic control and insulation.

88%

Demolition & Construction Waste Diverted
from Landfill: 3,379 tons

75%

Sustainability Sourced Materials
(recycled/regional)

80%
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Structure & Enclosure Reused

93%

Energy Star Equipment

40%

Energy Savings on Interior Lighting

39%

HVAC Annual Energy Cost Savings

